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Praiſe ye the Lord: For it is good to ſing praiſes unto our 
God; for it is pleaſant, and proiſe is comely, Pſalm 147. 1. 
I will praiſe the LORD with my whole heart, in the aſſembly 
of the upright, and in the Cengregation. Pſalm 111. 1. 
I will fing unto the LORD. as ling as I live: I will fing 
praiſe unto my God while ] have any being. Pſalm 103. 33. 


I will fing with the ſpirit, and I will ſing with the under- 
landing alſa, 1 Cor. 14, 15. 
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The Uſe and Excellency of * Muſic, in 


Public Worſhip. 


PS ALM XALVII. 6. 7. 


Sing praiſes to GO D, Sing praiſes ; Sing praiſes unto 
oi King, Sing proiles : For GOD ts the King 
Fall the Earth, Sing Je Praiſes with under- 
ſtanaing. + 


>#liAT there is a Deity, or a ſupreme Be- 
*XX ing poſſeſſed of all poſſible excellencies 
£7 ES and perfections that he is the Alpha 


5886 and Omega, the firſt cauſe and laſt end 


of all things ; or that he is the creator, 
preſerver, governor and ſovereign diſpoſer of all 
things, in heaven and earth, are truths, which the 
light of reaſon and revelation conſpire to evince, 
truths' generally received in the chriſtian world, and 
truths (I truſt) which are not called in queſtion by 
any, who profeſs to believe and receive the word of 


God and goſpel of Chtiſt. 


Every one, that acknowledges the being and 
perfections of God, his power and providence, and 
his ſovereign right to diſpoſe of all his creatures 
and all his works, according to his own good plea- 
lure, muſt, of neceſſary conſequence, acknowledge 
his ſovereign right ro every rational expreſſion of 
religious worſhip, homage and adoration, from all 

intelligent 
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intelligent beings, in heaven and earth. Angels and 
Men are jointly obliged hereto, and though they can» 
not, hereby, be profitable unto God, as he that is wiſe 
may be profitable to himſelf ; * yet, as in this way, 
both Angels and Men may expreſs their entire de- 
pendence upon him, and obligations to him, as their 


Creator, preſerver, benefactor, ſovereign and judge, 


it is their indiſpenſible duty to bow before the LORD, 
and kneel before their Maker, 4 to worſhip and adore 
him, In this way, may they glorify him, as in this 
way, a gracious God s pleaſed to account himſelf 
glorified by them, 


Wirz reſpect to the Angels, and the heavenly 
hoſt, thoſe bright intelligences, who inhabit the ce- 
leſtial abodes and continually ſurround the throne of 
God, it is not for us to ſay, with any real certainty, 
neither is it eaſy for us to conceive, in what manner 
they diſcharge this part of their duty to God; though 
it · is certain, beyond all diſpute, that they do worſhip 
him : Becaule it is expreſly ſaid, in ſacred ſcripture, 
that the hoſt of heaven worſhippeth him. I This was un- 
doubtedly, the ſervice intended in that paſſage of 
ſacred writ, wherein it is expreſly ſaid, That he mor- 
ning ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons of GOD ſhou- 
ted for joy. & And this is expreſly declared to have 
been the fact, at the birth of the redeemer ; upon 
which glozious occaſion, there appeared a multi tude of 
the heaven'y hoſt, with the Angel that came to the ſhep- 
herds, adoring and praiſing God, ſaying, glory to GOD 
in the higheſt, and on earth peace, geod-will towards 
men — But clearly to comprehend, and fully to 

| underſtand, 


* Job 22. 2. + Palm 95. 6. t Neh, 9. 6. 
$ Job. 38, 7, | Luk. 2. 13, 14. 


in publick Worſhip. "mf 


underſtand, the manner, in which theſe ſacred and 
delightful acts of devotion are performed, is not for 
us in this ſtate of imperfection. For the deſired ſa- 
tisfaction, we muſt wait, till we are admitted to join 
them, in thoſe heavenly and delightful ſetvices fil. 
we come to ſee as we are ſeen, and know as we are known. *— 
In the mean time, we may aſſure ourſelves, from 
divine authority, that they ceaſe not day and night, to 
pay their religious homage to God, to worſhip and 
adore that glorious being, from whom they derived 
their exiſtence, by whom they are preſerved in life, 
and upon whom they depend for telicity and bleſ- 
ſedneſs. 


Tux duty, as well as priviledge of mankind, in 
this matter, is not leſs evident, being Clearly dedu- 
cible, by the light of reaſon, from the nature' of 
things, and fully pointed out both as to matter and 
manner, by expreſs revelation from heaven, The 
divine commands and inſtructions, written on the 
tables of our hearts, and explained and inforced by 
the writings of divine inſpiration, relative to our 
duty and obligations, to worſhip and adore the God, 
that made, preſerves, ſupports and governs us, are 
too plain and explicit to be drawn invqueſtion, by 
any that have, believe and receive the ſcriptures of 
truth, It is but rational and juſt, that we ſhould 
acknowledge and adore the perfection and excellen- 
cies of that glorious being, to whom we are indebt- 


ed for exiſtence, upon whom we depend for preſer- 


vation and ſupport in life, and to whom we may 
look and in whom we may ſafely truſt, for the be- 
ſtowment of every bleſſing, neceſſary to our well- 


being 


I Cor. 13. 12. 
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being in the preſent world, or to a ſtate of perfect 
felicity aud glory, of which we are capable, to eter. 
nal ages, in the world to come.—lIt is but rational 
and juſt, that the God in whoſe hand our breath i; 
and whoſe are ell cur ways, ſpould be gloriſiea & by us; 
and that we ſhould worſhip and adore him, and, in 
every rational way poſiible, expreſs the deep ſenſe 
we have of our dependence upon and obligations 


to him. 


Various are the ways, in which theſe religions 
acknowledgments may be, and are, acceptably made 
unto God ; both internally and externally, As, 
in private, in publick—ſeperately, by individuals,— 
loctally, by ſocieties, or aſſemblies of men, adoring 
and worſhipping Gop, and giving him that glory 
Which is. due to his name. 


Internally, this is done, and this important duty 
is acceptably diſcharged, by the devotion of the 
heart, or the uarcferved dedication of the ſoul to 
God; and by cultivating a deep, conß ant and great» 
ful ſenſe of our indebtedneſs, dependence and obli- 

ations, —FHerein does the effence of piety towards 
God conſiſt. Hence the intrinſic excellency,—hence 
the vital infloence of religion takes its riſe, Agrea- 
ble to that facred reguifition—My ſon give me thine 
heart. + In this, our bleſſed Lox D makes the ſum of 


religion conſiſt, Hence, when one aſked him ſay- 


jag, Maſter, which is the great commandment in 
the law ? Jcſus ſaid unto him, Thou Hal love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
end with all thy mind. This 1s the firſt and great 


commandment,” 4 Without the ſincere affections of 
| the 


* Dan. 5. 23. 1 Prov. 23. 26. 4 Mat. 22. 36. 37.838, 


» 


9 


the heart, without the unreſcrved devorion of the 
lou, no acts of religion can be well-pleaſing in the 
ſight of that Gop, who ſearches the beart, —whs can 
not be deceived, and will not be mocked — the 
heart be engaged, —unleſs religion begins, takes root 
in, and rife trom the heart, however ſhowy, or ſplen- 
ded it may appear, in the outward acts, pretences 
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or protctflions, it is all in vain—no better than ſound- 


ding braſs, or a tinkling cymoal, But not todigreſs-- 


Externally, This priviledge is improved, and 
this duty diſcharged, by fuch acts of religion and 
worſhip, as, by . 4 light of reaſon, appear in their 
dn nature ſuiced, or by immediate and expreſs re- 
vclation are appointed, to repreſent the inward ſenti- 
ments of the heart and the internal devotion of the 
ſoul towards Gop, as becomes his creatures, depen- 
dent upon and accountable ro him. So far, there- 
fore, as the outward acts of religion, and religious 
lervices and inſtitutions, are attended upon and diſ- 
charged with this view, —ſo far as they are truly ex- 
preſſive of the real ſentiments and devotion of the 
heart and ſoul to God ; ſo far (and no farther) are 
they acceptable and well-plealing in his ſight — 
Externals in religion are but the garb, or fhell— 
The love of the heart, the ſincere devorion of the 
Hul, is the ſubſtance, and what is chiefly and ulti- 
macely to be attended to; bur the other is not ta 
be negle&ted.—Both are to have a proper regard, 
according to the place they hold in the ſcale of im- 
portance, Neither are to be omitted; though it is 
beyond diſpute, that the Jels is to give place to the 
greater, when brought into W our 
| B | bleſſed 
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® 1 Cor. 13. I. 
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10 The Uſe and Excellenty of Vocal Muſic 
| bleſſed Lorp ſaw the punctilious regard the Scribe; 
and Phariſees paid, to ſome external rites and cere. 
monies of their religion, while their groſs negle of 
many things of higheſt importance to virtue and god- 
lineſs, and vital religion, was too notorious to be 
concealed, he ſeverely repioved them, ſaying, * V. 
unto you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites ; For ye 
pay tithe of mint, anniſe and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and faith: Theſe ought ye to have done, and not 
zo leave the other undone.” * This paſſage is evident- 
ly applicable to the point in view, and exhibits the 
teflon, we have endeavoured to ſuggeſt, in too legi- 
ble characters to need any comment. 


THERE are a variety of ways, in which the devo- 
tion of the heart, to a glorious Gop, may be fitly 
exerciſed, profitably cultivated and ſtrongly expreſsed, 
in the external acts of · religion; either diſeretionally, 
according to the beſt light of our own minds, or in 
obedience to ordinances and inſtitutions of divine 
appointment. Bur, in general, all religious acts and 
external ſervices of this nature, may be conſidered 
as reducible to, or virtually included in, or couched 
under, theſe two moſt expreſſive branches of devo- 
tion, prayer and praiſe, Both prayer and praiſe equal» 


ly ſuppoſe and include in them, a full and unreſerved 


acknowledgment of the Deity and adoration of his 
pertections. Both are alike expreſſive of our depen- 
dence upon Gop and of our obligations to him. And 
by whateverdevotional acts, our deſires and greatful 
acknowledgments are expreſſed, in both prayer and 


praiſe, our truſt, fear, love, gratitude, hope, and even w 
(ae | 


Mat. 23. 23. 
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the pious and religious affections, towards the glori- 
ous Being whom we worſhip and adore, are truly 
engaged and devoutly expreſſad. In a word, pray- 
er and praiſe alike include and expreſs, (when at- 
tended aright) a filial acknowledgment of our intire 
ſubjection to divine government, and the righteous 
diſpoſals of a wiſe providence in the preſent ſtate, 
and of our accountableneſs to God, at laſt, as our 
rightful ſovereign and final judge. Theſe ſentiments 
ought always to be kept in mind and deeply im- 
preſſed on the heart, as entering into the nature of 
devotion, and as eſſentially neceſſary to render devoti- 
onal acts and ſervices well pleuſing to Gop. 
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Prayer and Praiſe, as they are emphatically the 
two grand conſtituent parts of religious worſhip, or 
devotion, and as they are jointly expreſũve of all the 
vious affections towards Gop, are very frequently, 
it not always joined together, in acts of homage and 
religious addiefſes to him. Agreably, an eminent 
apoſtle, who well underſtood the nature and obliga- : 
tions of religion, and cſpecially of devotion, in our | 
addreſſes „ that we ** be 6 
careful for nothing But in every thing by prayer . 
ind ſupplication, with thanksgiving, let our re- = 
1 TY queits be made known unto Gop.” * So that it may = 
; © fiily be ſaid, that prayer and praife do, for the moſt 
part, if not always, involve one another in the fame 
d s of devotion. Are we requeſting the beſtow- 
ment of any needed bleflings, a greatful ſenſe of di- 
d ige goodneſs already experienced, is not only heco- 
11 Y ing our character as dependent creatures, and pe- 
e iitioncrs, but allo a good argument of our hope and 


ruſt in Gob, as able and ready to do us good; and, | 
| B 2 | at 4 
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at the ſame time eſſentially neceſſary, as a qualifica- 
tion to render us accepted of Gop, in our tupphca. 
tions, and meet for the reception of mercies requeſt. 
ed. In this way, paſt mercies, of which the people 
of Gop have a greatful ſenſe, are olten pled with 
good ſucceſs, as an argument for granting the fa. 
vours they ſeck. Numberleſs have been the inftan- 
ces of this 7 recorded for our inſtruction and encou- 
rage ment, in the ſacred pages. — On tae other hand, 
ar: we expreſiing our grearful acknowledgements, 
for bleſtings received, and giving of thanks at the 
ꝛemembrance of his goudnels and grace, to renew 
the acknowledgment ef our dependence upon God, 
and devoutly to implore the continuance of his pro- 
vidence and bleſſing, and earneſtly to ſcek his grace 
and aſſiſtance, to a wiſe improvement of his favours, 
is, at once, to expreſs the ſincerity of our deſires 
in pralſing his name, and the ardour of our fouls to 
make ſuch r=turns, of love and obedience, as, in 
conſequence of his goodness, he has a right to ex- 


pect. Thus to oller Praiſe, is to glorify Goy. 


HoweveR, though prayer and praiſe are thus in. 
terwoven, and practically ſpeaking, can ſcarcely be | 
ſeperated, in acts of devotion ; yet they may be, and | 
are juſtly diſtinguiſhed, in theory and ſpeculation, | 
and may fitiy be conſidered, as expreillve of the ge- 
neral and main deſign ot evotional acts, to which 
they are applied: The former as denominating an 
act of worſhip, as being of the nature of {upplicati- 
on and requeſt, for favours nceded; and the latter, 
as denoting an act of homage, as b. ing of the na. | 
ture of gratitu e and thankfuine's, for bleſſings re- | 
ceived, In either, and in both, when done in true 
devotion, and from the heart, as the divine per fecti- 

tions 


made 7” i . 
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tiogs are acknowledged and adored, Gop is pleaſed 
to accept his ſincere worſſuppers, and account him- 
felf grorißed. It is the latter of theſe (tho' not to 
the ATTY Wn of the former) to which our attention 
is called, upon this occaſion, and watch is, more 
eſpecially, the ſubject of our text and the Plalm 
before us. 


WHAT particuls r occaſion this Pſalm was wrote 
vpon— whether to celebrate ſome ſignal victory, 


over the enemies of Gop's people or to ee pfeſs the 


joy of Govp's people, upon the bringing the ark of 


the covenant of Gop, into the city of David, which | 


was done with great pomp, ſolemnity and reſoicings; 
or whether it is to be conſidered as prophetic of the 
kingdom of Chriſt, the glory of the church, in the 
goſzel day ; co uſher in which, our bleſſed Lorp, 
in glorious triumph, aſcended on high, led cap.ivity 
captive, and received gifts for men; (I ſay) whether 
it is to be conſidered, as referring to either of theſe, 
or any other remarkable events, which the pſalmiſt 
might have immediately in view, is not eaſy for us 
to determine, at this diſtance of time. Neither | is a 
certainty, in this caſe, of any ſpecial importance to 
our preſent purpoſe. For be the immediate occaſion 
of it, what it will, the ſubject, and practical uſe of it, to 
Gob's church and people, in every age, are the ame, 
and will be ſo to the end of time, It is an exhorta- 
tion to praiſe the Lon p, in ſeveral acts expreſſive 
cf this part of devotion. Particularly, by clapping of 
bands, ſhouting, and finging,—* O clap your hands, all 
ye people, ſnout unto God with the voice of triumph : 
For the Lozp molt high is terrible; he is a great 
Wt, 


* fPſalm 68. 18. 7 
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King over all the earth. —Sing praiſes 1 God, ſing 
praiſes ; ding praiſes unto our King, ſing praiſes : For 
God is the King of all the earth, fing ye praiſes with 
under ſtanding.” 


Praiſe, is expreſſive of that part of devotion, in 


which we celebrate the divine perfections, in the 
various diſplays of them, in the works of nature, 
providence and grace; in which Gop's people grear- 
ly acknowledge, and particularly celebrate, any ſpe- 
cial favours and bleſſings, they have received, and 


and in which they expreſs their faith, hope and truſt | 
in Gop, and make it their concern to render to the 


Lon p the glory due to his name. Agreable to that 
molt pathetic with of the holy Plalmiſt, fo often 
mentioned in the hundred and ſeventh Plalm—* Oh 
that men would praiſe the Lozp, for his goodneſs, 
and for his wonderful works to the children of men” ! 


Var1ovs have been the ways in which Gop's peo- | 


ple, in the ſeveral ages of the church and the world, 
have expreſſed their grateful acknowledgments to 
him and endeavoured to praile his name : And 
various have been the religious rites, inſtitutions, 
means and acts attended upon and uſed, by the 
ſaints, to excite and aſſiſt in this part of devotion, 


As to the firſt ages of the church, we have reaſon |} 
to ſoppoſe, as ſacred hiſtory is in a great meaſure 


filent upon this ſubject, that the ſaints and people 


of Gov, under the common guidance of the bſeſſed 
ſpirir, were left very much, to their own diſcretion, | 
both as to means of exciting and manner of pe for- 

ming this part of their duty and this branch of di- 
vine worſhip. And as we have no reaſon to ſup- 


poſe, that men of various tempers, characters and 
| circumſtances, 
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circumſtances, would hit upon the ſame methods of 
expreſſing their reverence for the Deity, and grati- 
tude for his favours, it is natural to conclude, that 
ſocieties, families, and even individuals, for them- 
ſelves, pitched upon thoſe means and methods, 
which, according to their beſt judgment and dilcreti- 
on, appeared moſt ſuitable, and moſt expreſſive of 


their gratitude and thankfulneſs, for the bleſſings 


of heaven, with which they were indulged, While 
there were no ſtanding ordinances, or inſtitutions, of 
divine appointment, relative to the forms ot worſhip; 
and fo long as it was diſcretionary, in what way, ta 
expreſs their devotion to Gop, it was of little im- 
portance, what meaſures were adopted, in religious 
ſervices, ſo that the heart was found ſincere, in de- 
vout aſcriptions of glory and praiſe to his name. 
Accordingly their greatful acknowledgments were 
expreſſed, ſometimes by ſerious and folemn addreſſes 
to Gop, as the author and giver of bleſſings enjoys 
ed—ſometimes by coſtly ſacrifices, offered upon al- 
tars, dedicated to the ſervice of Gop ſometimes by 
religious feſtivals, attended in honour to his name, 
and ſometimes otherways, as his ſincere worſhip- 
pers thought proper, or as occaſion required, 


Wurx Gor was pleaſed to chuſe a people to 
himſelf, and bring his church into a covenant ſtate, 
as under the jewiſh œconomy, he took the direction 
of thele matters more immediately into his own 
hands; and appointed, both as to rites and ordi- 
nances, and me and manner of attending them, by 
his expreſs inſtructions and directions; as in the 
lervices of the Taberngcle and Temple, enjoin'd by 
tne moſaic inſtitution, By this diſpenſation, which 
was exprelly given by divine authority, days were 

| | appointed 
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appointed for theſe important purpoſes, annually to 
be obſerved, a; feitivals ib honour to Gop, and to 
ſhew torth his praiſe. By the tame diſpenſation, ſa. 
crifices were di ected to, and rites, of varicus king; 
were inſtituted, to be attended upon by the people 
ot Gop, as expreſſive of the gratitude of their hearts, 
and of that internal devotion, which he require 
and expected, in return for his bleſſings indulged 
them. And, as expreſſive of the r joy in the Logy, 
and as ſuited to excite and aſſiſt their devotion, in 
praiſing their Gop, upon thele and all other joyful 
occaſions, ſeveral things were admitted, under that 
diſpenſation, into the worthip and ſervices of the 
lanctuary z—luch as feaſting, ſhouting, blowing of 
trumpets, clapping of hands, leaping for joy, and even 
dancing—as Davia before the ark of the LORD, when 
it was brought up from the houſe of Oben edom, to the 
city of David with g'adneſs, —with ſhouting and the 
found of the trumpet * In a word, by divine direction, 
or, at leaſt, by divine permiſſion, Gop's people ad- 
mitted into the divine ſervice, in external ads of 
worſhip, almoit all acts and exerciſes, which in them- 


ſelves were decent, manly and DECOR, and which 
were ſuited to exci:e or aſſiſt in devotion, or ex- 


preſſive ef the pious affections towards him. 


Muſic alſo was introduced, for the fame facred 
purpoſes, into the ſervices of the ſanctuary, and im- 


proved to a divine uſe, in worſhipping of God, and 


to praiſe his name. J[nſirumen's of muſic were pie» 
pared, and mene ſkilled in the ute of them, were ap- 
pointed, to this delightful ſervice. Thus holy David 
in preparing fer the worſhip of Gop, in the Tempe, 

| and 


® 2. Sam, ©, 12, 14, 15. 
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and in appointing thoſe who were to wait on the ſer- 
vice, tells us, that there were no leſs than four u- 
ſand, that praiſed the LORD, with the inſtruments 
which he made to praiſe therewith, ® 


Amonc the numerous inſtruments of muſic, ap- 
propriated to a divine uſe, in the ſervices of the ſanctu- 
zry and in the worthip of Gop, the Harp and the 
Plaltery, are frequently mentioned: But by what may 
be colietted\from the ſeriptute account, he Organ 
was of moſt antient date, and ihe leading inſtrument, 
in the divine ule of inſtrumental muſic; And there 
s ſome reaſor-to ſuppoſe, the Organ to have been in 
vie, even in the eariiet ages of the church. 1 


Bur, then, it is not to be underſtocd, that inſ ra- 
meal mafic, even the muſic of the p/aitery, barp, or 
gan, however pleaſant and harmonious, were ever 
introduced into 2 divine uſe, in the worſhip of Gor, 
to prevent, or exclude vocal mufic, or the voices of 
men, fiom being employed in praiſiag the LorD. 
His deſign was, evidently, rather to aſſiſt, than to 
prevent, the p2ople of God, in uſing their tongues to 
praiſe his great and gloridus name. Whatever in- 
genalty may have been diſcovered, in muſical inſtru- 
ments, of human {ſtructure ; and however ſweet and 
Lirmonious their ſounts, when touched by a ſkilful 
nnd; yet, C-riain it is, No Organs are equal to 
ble of divine conſtruction z—no muſic ſo pleaſant 
in itſelf—aone fo pleaſant in the ears of the LORD. 
our Gov, as the voices of the laints and people, tu- 
ned to ſacted harmony and regularly employed in 
celebrating his praiſe. Above all, therefore, Sing- 


ing the High Praiſes of the LORD, ſeemed to con- 
C ſtitute 


* 1 Chron. 23. 5. + vide Gen. 4. 21. 
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ſtitute a moſt efſential part of this religious ſervice, 
in the ſanctuary, and was more earneltly and fie. 

vently inculcaced, and more generally attended to, 
in publick aſſemblies, for divine worſhip, as what 
greater numbers might be perionally engaged in, 
and as better ſuited, than any other part of divine 
worſhip, at once to expreſs, excite, aſſiſt and inflame 
their pious altections, religious zeal and heavenly 


devgtion. 


A gracious Gov, with ſmiles of approbation, in 
his providence, countenanced and encouraged bis 
people, to make proficiency in a ſervice, fo pleaf ling 
to him and lo profitable and delightrul to :hem- 
ſelves. His countenance and encouragement, to 
Eis chulch and people, in this matter, were clearly 
diſcovered, in a variety of inftances. I he divine ap- 
probaticn and acceptance of 10 excellent a ſervice, 
were  pecwiarly manifeſi, as under the ſpecial dice! 
on of heaven, ions ſteps were taken, from time 


to time, by the icaders of the people and the molt | 


eminent of his iervants, to bring this part ef divine 
worſhip to its greatelt perfection ; and to render it 
molt engaging to men, and moſt uſeful to the im- 


portant purpolcs of picty and devotion, 


To aſſiſt his people in praiſing his name, and 10 
prepare their minds with ſubjects and themes worthy | 
nis praiſe, an all- condeſcending Gop inſpires a num- | 
ber of his ſervants and prophets, with a concern for | 
his honour and zeal. for his ſervice and glory, in this 


part of his worihip, and fets their tongues and pess 


a going.—Under the immediate and powerful di- 


rection of his bleſſed ſpirit, the poetic. numbers 


flow, in molt exalted ſtrains of gratitude, adoration | 
and 


„ STS IT 
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and praiſe.— The glories of the Deity, the unchar- 
geableneſs of his nature, the excellency of his per- 
fections, the majeſty of his kingdom, the wiſdom of 
his government, the greatneſs of his goodnels and 
the riches of his grace, as clearly difplayed in the 
works of nature, providence and redemption, are 
ſome of the themes to which their attention is called, 
23 ſaited to excite the gratitude of men and aſſiſt 
them to celebrate the praiſes of their Gap —Pla'me, 
hymas, and keavenly fongs, are thus compoſed for 
ge uſe of the church; and in matter and mea{are, 
happily prepared for the ſervice of the ſanctuary: 
And, at the ſame time, in number and variety of 
jubjects, witcly calculated for the uſe of God's peo- 
ple, upon every occaſion and in every circumltance, 
that did, or might occur to them in hife, So thzt 
2 gracious Gop, has not only invited his people to 
io delightful a duty, but put words into their mouth, 
to celebrate his praiſe. 


Bur not enough, tha: Gop's people were thus fur- 
niſned with ſuitable ſubjects and matter of praiſe, that 
his praiſes might he ſung ita manner worthy fo exal- 
tel a theme, the utmoſt care is taken to promote fo 
important a {ervice. Inſpired with a pious zeal for 
the gry of Gon, and knowing it to be of no ſmall 
importance to the honour of his name, in promoting 
true devotion, in this part of his worſhip, that the 
2:/ic idelf ſhould be decent, regular and engaging, 
th: chief Rulers and Fathers of the people are not 
Wanting, to uſe their utmoſt end-avours, as well as 
fluence and authority, to encourage, cultivate and 
Promote ſo pleaſing, fo uſeful an att, for lo impor— 
tant a + yur on a word, their aim is, that the 
be mony of E. on might, at once, expreſs the devori- 

C2 on 
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on of her children, and excite them to aſpire to ſing, 
in higher accents and ſtill more exalted ſtrains of 
praiſe. 


ALL, indeed,:gannot be ſuppoſ-d, to have had the 
gift of, the ear and voice for mac; tho? all might 

ſncercly join in the been intended and cpretfed 
in this part of the worſhip of God's houfe : Bur yer, 
that ſo uſeful an inftitution ſhovid want no afliſtance 
to mike itas general, and Catenlively benelic'al, 
poſſiole, peculiar pains were taken in the 3 
both to ind and to inſtruct ſuch as had talents, adlap- 
ted for th 8 PUrD Iſe, and a genius for muſic, and to 
perpire them to lezd and aſſiſt, in the ſervices of 
the ſanctuary; to the end, that in a manner, molt 


regular, correct and Larmonjous, and bett becoming 


the houſe and wor hip 0i Gd, tis part might be 
performed. That God's people in general, even the 

do Hole congregatien, might be led and afitied in Uag— 
ing praile to their Ki ng and their God — H hat all 


might be enabled, in a good meaiure at leaſt, agrca- | 


ble to the direction inthe text to feng with underſtan— 
Ging in the manner, as well as matter of the ſong— 
and, at the lame time, catch the attention, Charm the 


ear, a „aken the affections, engage the hearts and ex- 


cite the devotion of all around. 


To this purpoſe Did, the ſweet ſinger of Tiracl, 


had his 0711}; ſcians— his Ci, L NIV (ian. * not only op- | 


(undoubtedly) in this part of divine worſhip, in 
which his heart was to de 97 engaged, in which 
his tongue was ſo irequentty empto ed, and in hic 


GN ene Tang. te Ha, FP & nd the Organ, but allo 


his foul was greatly d<iiztittd, "Had he our oy 
ſail 


* Meh, 2. 49. 
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ſand appointed to praiſe the Loꝝ p, with the muſical 
ltruments, which he had prepared for this pur 
poſe, a much greater number are often called upon 
by him, to ſing to the Lok b, and with their voices, 


ſcilfully modulated 0 harmonious ſound, to praiſe 


his great and glorious name :- Yea, he frequently 
calls upon all, of every character, among the people 


of God, to engage in ſo rational, fo deligheful a duty. 


To the ſame end, So mon, his fon, in the Eta of 
whole reign, the Chur:5 ant ate of Gop's choſen 
people arrived at the ſummit of their glory, and the 
beit part of whole time, after he came to the throne, 
by divine appointment, was employed in building 
the Temp/e, and appointing the worſhip and ſervices 
of the ſanctuary, took care of this part of worſhip, 
and appointed his Menu Singers and Women Singers; 
a3 alſo, and more eſpecially, for the cemple ſervice and 
the worſhip of God, he Levites, which were Singers, 
were appointed, 2s one, 19 mare ene ſound to be beard 
when they lifted up their vaice—and praiſed the LORD, 
Jayins, For be i. good, for bis mercy endureth forever.“ 
And there is good realon to ſuppoſe, that this order 


"continued, in the fervice of the temple, io long as 


the wockkip of Go was therein continued and ob- 
lerved, according to the divine appointment. 


Warn Ezra the Scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven, + and Nehemiah the governor of Fudab, I up- 
on the return of the captivity of God's people, were 
engaged in re-eſtabliſhing the Jewiſh polity and go- 
vernment, in rebuilding the temple, 1n reftoring 


God's covenant people to a church ſtate, and, in re- 


viving 


* 


2 Chron. 5. 12, 13. + Ezta 7. 21. f Neh. 5. 14. 
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viving the worſhip and ordinances of religion, agrea- 
ble to the direction of heaven, under that diſpenſati. 
on, they made it their care, to revive and encourage 
this part of divine worſhip, in particular; as an in- 
ſtitution of no {mall importance to the true worſhip 
of Gop, and as what, even in that broken ſtare of 
the church, could by no means be omitted —Yea, 
ſo much in earneſt were theſe ſervants of Gop, to 
have this part of the templs ſervice reftored, as an 
excellent help to religion and as a_pait of worſhip, 
that they made it their concern, when about to 
return to Jeruſalem, with the people, carefully to 
collect both the Singing Men and Singing Womex, 
who were to be found, among the captives ſcattered 
in the nations, whether they had been driven, And 
though they were few, in compariſon with the whole 
number of Gop's people that returned ; yet fo tſſen- 
tial, did they eſteem this part of divine worſhip, to 
the ſervices of religion, that they were appointed to 
lead and affiit therein: And to enable them to im- 
Prope, in that ſkill, in harmony and muſic, which 
was neceſſary to the faithful diicharge of the duty 
appointed them, they had daily portions aſſigned and 
given them, for their ſupporr, according to the com- 
mandment of the Lok b,“ by David and Sclaman 
his Son, 


Bur this is not all: Further to ſhow the reaſona- 
bleneſs and propriety of this method of praiſing Gun, 
and our obligations hereto, it may be ovlerved, that 
many of the pfalms and hymns, in ſacred writ, com- 
poſed by the inſpired penmen, for the ule of Gup's 
church and people, in this part of divine worſhip, 
| : E223 are 


Vid. Ezra 2 65. Neh. 7, 67. 11. 23. 12. 45. 46, 47- 
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are conceivedꝭ in terms ſuited to remind all of their 
duty, in this reſpect: And ſome of them contain 
expreſs injunftions and exhortations hereto, —* It is 
a good thing” , lays the Pfalmiſt “to give thanks unto 
the Lok D, and to ſing prailes unto thy name, O 
moſt high.“ «Praiſe ye the LoR D. I will praiſe 


the Lok p with my whole heart, in the aſſembly of 


the upright, and in the congregation.” * Praile ye 
the LoRD : For it is good to ling praiſes unto our 
Cop; for it is pleaſant, and praile is comely.“ + For 
h-ſe and other important reaſons, the huly Pialmiſt 
reſolves, ſaying, ** 1 will ſing to the Log as long 
2s L live; 1 will ſing praile unto my Gop, while I 
have any being” T And, in full proof of what has 
been advanced, with regard to this important branch 
of divine worſhip, the pſalm before us, which is an 
exhortation to praiſe the LoxD, but moſt directly 
the words of cur text, may be added, which con- 
tain the nature and authority of a command. —dzng 
praiſes to God, ling praiſes ;, Sing praiſes unto our King. 
fing praiſes : Fer GOD is the King if all. the &arlD, 

ng ye praiſes with underſtanding. 


HRE the duty, of which we have been ſpeak- 
ing. is exhorted to and eryoined, in words too plain 
to be miſunderſtood too clear to admit of diſpute, 
or need any comment. —The reaſon with which the 
injunction is enforced upon us, that the glorious 
Being, to whom we are exhorted to ſing prailes, is 

zur Gop and King—and the King of all the earth, 
or {overcign of the world, is both clear and conclu- 
live, ealy to be conceived of, and univerlally bind- 


ing. For ſurcly no one will draw 1a queſtion his 
obligations 


© Palm 92. Iz; 2. III. I. + Pſal. 147. 1.4 Pf. 104. 23» 
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obligations ro God, in either of the characters hers 


mentioned; or the reaſonableneſs of aſcribing ty him 


the glory and praiſe thay are juſtiy his due, And . 
as to the manner in which this duty is to be perfor. 
med, it is here repreſented conciſely and expreſſive. | 


ly. We are to ſing praifes with underſtanding. That 


is, mtelligently, with regard to ourſelves, as well-know. 
ing, or entering into the ſpirit of the matter and 
lubject of what we ſing, and whereby the devotion 
of our hearts is expreſſed; and allo, as being ac. 

uainted with the channer of the heavenly long, 
and thoſe modulations of the voice, and modes of 
ſinging, which are decent and becoming devotion 
and pratle : —I[ztelligibly, with reſpect to others, both 


as to matter and manner of the divine longs, in 


and by which our devotion to God is expreſſed.— 


Herein improving, both hymns and tunes, compo- 
led for general ule, and conforming ourſelves to 


ſome ſtanding rules and meaſures, 1n both theſe re- 


ſpects, h ch are or may be, eaſily known to others, | 
with whom we wor thip, and who Join us in our pub- 


lic expreſſions of gratitude to God, Thus we hall, 
like the Levites, the fingers in God's church ef old, 


(as abovemen:ioned) as one, mare ore, of the fame 3 
delightful ſound, of muſic and harmony, to be heard, 1. 
when we lift up cur voices 10 praiſe ihe LORD: 
And in this way, like the ſaints above, the door is 
open for thouſands and thouſands,to join in the ſame Þ 


acts of de votion, to ſpeak the ſame things both in- 
telligentiy to themielves, and inteligỹ to each cther, 


and with one heart and with one voice, to praue the 


LoD. 


= 


« THUS ſaints en earth may join thur enge, 
like angels round the throne : © 
J Bu ibouſand theuſands are their tongues 3 


yet all their jrys are one”. 


1 
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SH9ULD 't be faid, that finging to the Lond, or 
liaging his praie, Is 4 rite cr ceremony peculiar ©0 
the legal or miſuic diſpenſation; and that conſt quent- 


t tes, en the introduction of the goſpel: It may 
be anſwered— Tna-, to prove, that this is a way of 
expr. ſing I our devotion to Gon and gratitude for his 
fours, which is well pleaſing to him, under the 
o-{021, as weil as under the law; — we need only fay, 
tat our bleſted Log p. when upon earth, with kis 


» Wc icp: 5, Wor hipped Gon, in this way—and'by his 
WM cxamDle, roanfefted his approbation of it and taught 


; 5s Our duty. 8 


TuxR to _ ov i-lves, if we think this an 
inſufficient werrant for us, in this matter; it may be 
„ | n d, that the oth 8, with whom, our Lok p, 
o ren he aſcended up to heaven, left the immediate 
5 'of the Chnichn, undoubtedly received it in this 
85 5 zh t.—Ore e apoſtle expreſiy exhorts, to the Vngiug 
- fo Nſalms, as expreſſive of our {acred joy in, and gra- 
. to Gop. Þ And another, for our example 
d, % inftrufticn, tells us how this duty ſhould be 
e M:tcnled—cven 5s other acts of devotion, — with ihe 
d, Wi rit and with the ; der Sanding aljo. + 
— 1 5 
is ir hence appears, that as nging praiſe to God, as 
ne a part of dieige avorihip, is not fo novel an inſtitu- 
n- on, as to be deemed zn unult;fiable innovation in 
r, Ie church : So it is not of fo antient ſtanding, as to 
ne Ide out of date, or abol: r —Sain's under the goſ- 
Ipel are equally ob'iged and encouraged herero, as 
Funder the law : And it is a peculiar glory cf the geſ- 
Ipel age, that 


D &ET he 
® Mat. 26. 30. + Jam. 5. 13. 1 1 Cor. I4s 35s 


ly, it naed the ſame fare with cther ceremonial 
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on The chriſtian church does now unitc, 
The ſongs of Moſes and the Lamb”. 


Mufc, in itſelf, when well performed, when the I 
voices are good, and the harmony regular and cor. 


rect, has a powerful influence upon the car, the af. 


fections, the hearts of mankind,.—The cftcds, which} 
have been | jul fly attributed-to the power and charms 


of muſic, in a variety of inſtances, have been try. 


ly great and aſtoniſhing. As, when David Per 


Kilfulh on the barp, ibe evil ſpirit departed from Saul; 
ſo, in many inſtances, the mechanical effects of mu- 
fic, vocal, or inſtrumental, have been equally furpri- 


Zing and wonderful —Dileales, that have defied the 


POWer of e Aci une and baſiled the piyfact ans's ſKall 
have not been able to reſiſt its chars. —And if the 


beſt accounts do not deceive us, in ſome caſes, it] 


is the beſt, the only remedy. —Poilons are e xpel el, 


ſenſes reſtored, and even life itſelf has often been 
ſaved, by the powerful energy and reviving Charms} 


of Dufte. +—To lay the caſt, it muſt be allowed, 


from what Every One, who has an car and taſte for! 


muſic, mull fr egen y experience in himſelf, that it 


has a na: 10 and moit happy tendency, to ago the 
roughneſs of our ſpirits, to calm the pations, nd to 
compoſe our mir.ds, © eng thus to prepaie us or "head | 
in, :& and rec: -iving inſtroctton, and for meditation, 


conte m piation 4 acts of devotlon- 


When mule, therefore, is well adapted ard appli: 


4. 


ed to a divine uſe, it can ſcarcely tail of having a pro- 
| portionably 
® x: Sam. 16. 23 


* 


+ A remarkable proof of this, we have, in the only offe- 


tual remedy for the Bite of the Tarantula; which is chicty 
and a effected by mufic. 


* 


m4 — woo ends to moc bd a 


f. ; 


in public Worſhip: 27 


portionably good effect, to the purpoſe of our edi- 
fication — When fuch compolitions ; fuch Pſalms, 
Hymns, and ſpiricual Sengs, as, in themſelves, breathe 
the true ſpirit of relicion, and are well adapted, at 
once, to lead, aſſiſt, excite and expreſs the devotion 
of the heart and ſou! to our Gop and King, are ſet 
to muſic; and the parts of muſic are well adapted to 
the ſentiments therein expreſſed, and well perform- 
ed; it is not caly to conceive, the powerful influence 
it will have upon us, or the happy effects, it will have 
a natural ten- lency to produce.— The attention is 
touſed, the paſſions are compoled, the affections are 
engaged, the devotion is enlivened, and the e 
f-u! is ſweetiy drawn forth into the exerciſe of grati- 
tude, and in moſt devout acknowledgments of praiſe 
toGop, Our hearts are diſpoſed to receive the great 
truths of religion, our minds are prepared to dig: it 
and improve tne inſtructions we receive, and thus 
our faith is confirmed, our love increaſed, our truſt 
encouraged, our nope ſtrengthned, a more endeared 
intimacy and communion with Gop eltabliſhed, 
more laſting impreſſions are made upon us, and a 
more ſolid foundation laid for the Hourimiag growth 
of all the virtues and graces of the divine lite, Which 
are to the praiſe and glory of Gop. 


Do we conſider it, then, as a way pointed out, by 
GoD, in his word, as well as rational and natural in 
itſelf, to exprels our devotion to him: —Do we view 
It as a ſuitable method, of expreſſing all the pious af- 
fections of the foul, ro that Gor, to whom we are 
indebted for life and favour, and upon whom we de- 
pend for every bleſſing, it muſt appear a moſt ratio- 
nal and delightful part of religious worchip - Aud 
more eſpecially, will it appear a duty moit engaging 

and 


8 r 
* ©» = 3 — 


Ad 
28 The Uſe and Excellmey ef Vocal Muſic 
and obliging. if to theſe things we add, that this h 4 
Way, in which, a grac19us Gup is pleaſed, not only 
to admit his fincere woithippers to @ bleſſed neanets 
of communion En, himielf, but alto to account bim. 
ſelf glorified, by the devotion and adoration of þis 
people ſo expreſſd. For he is expretoiy laid, nog 
only to be delighted in, but even to i:bavit the r ai. 
fes of bis Tiractl. F 

Gop is our creator, preſerver, bent fad or, redetmer 
and king ;—in him is all our hape —!]s it not jutt, 
that we {hould ſcek his face, and ſing his pratle ? 


Is it not right, that we ſhould, with cur VOICES, in 


joudeſt accents uf gratitude, aſcribe the glory that 
is due io kis name ?— and 1s it not altogether rea- 
ſonable, that we ſhould make it Hur concern and 


earneſt endeavopr, not only to be ſincere in our de- 
votion, but in the external acts, to ſew forth his 
Praiſe, ing manner worthy his great and glorious 
name, and becoming our characters 35 int eliigent 
creature to ſing ih the ſpirit, and with the ander- 
ſtanding ale. —Surcly it become us then to be upon 
Our guard, :icalt 7 e bring he 4, the lame a and ſich fir 
a ſacrifice, in this part of civit 5 Worten Should 
we thus PUR the Loxp with unhalloed. lips 
and the Vearſe accents of utegulatuy and confoſon 
pretend to ſing to his praiic (When we have ihe 
means of be ing better inſtructed) vould not a juſt- 
iy incer f Gp, moſs Fe: us, as * did his Peg pile 
of old. E ine —whs vath equired aria read} as: FB 
FVI v2 a Faiher, wore is mine font And if 1 be 
a Maſter, 8 2 my . 7 


It 


* Pſa'm 22. 3. 


+ Iſa. . 3%. Mall 1. 6. 
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Ix a word : Tofirs graiſes to our Gb and King, 
Ja duty which we owe to him, in conf 
dur relation to him, 25 his creatures, 
ſerved and redeemed by him, depenſent upon bim 
and accountable to him—a duty of exprefs divine 
zppointment— a duty, to which we ere bliged by 
every engaging aryument —a Ct fy rational and na- 
ral in iticit, and witely adapted to excite, aſſiſt and 
expreſs our devoilon—4 duty in hid we may have 
communion with the ſaints on earth and 9 in 
heaven and a duty, in a due attendance upon which 
Ke may, by the divine bleſſing, b-gin the work of 
baren upon earth. have ſome raviſh ng fore-taſtes 
oi the joys of the bieſſed, and be fui thered in our 
preparations for the more exalted ſervices of Gop's 
lemple above, and rendr-d meet to fing, in more ex- 
a ted frrains, the high praites of Gon and the Lamb, 
in the de of tie Lenp, forever aud ever !—— 
Vell might the bo!y P/2!mift, then in full belief of the 
ute, cs and imyortance of this delicbiful 
EY exhort and enjnin, as in words before us 

Kung praiſes to GOD, fins praiſes : fing praiſes unto 

2747 


car King, fing praiſes . For GOD is the Icing of ate 
toe earth, fins ye praiſes with underſtanding. 


Uvrox the whole, and to draw towards a cloſe :* 


What bas been taid may ſitly be improved, Av excito 
al to the exercile of greater care and concern, than 


ever, to a right diſcha“'g ge of our duty, in Singing Pratſe 
to the Loxy to COnUdEr it as a part or divine wore 
ſhip, and to attend upon it in fuck a manner, as ſhall 
be more, to his glory and our own edifcation. 
Several things, ſuggeſted in and deducible f om the 
preceeding Giicuucte, are particularly Wortay Our 
[Decial agtice and ſerious attention. 
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Fixsr, we are taught the great condeſcenſion and 
goodneſs of God, in permitting us, finful, unworthy 
creatures, to approach his preſence, to worſhip, adore | 
and praiſe his great and glorious name :and efpecially, 
that he is pleaſed, not only to accept, but alſo to be 
well pleaſed with, and to account himſelf glorified 
by, the lincere ſervices of his people, in fnging praiſe 
to his name.—lc is rng in the majeſty of | 
heaven, to behold che things that are done therein, 
to receive the worſhip, adoration and prailes of the | 
heavenly hoſt—well may we then with grateful won— 
der, cry out—LORD, what is man, that thou ar; | 
mi 2 F bim; or tbe chiitren of men, that thou Loſt 
any regard unto them Often let us reflect * this } 
amazing inſtance of the gboineſs and cond*lcention 
of our Goup and king; and as often let our fouls be 
humbled within us, that we have bern no more af. 
fected with a ſenſe of the greainels of the priviledge 
we have ſo long enjoyed and ſo greatly abuſed, — And 
let our paſt neglect and abaic of ſo high a priviledge, 
be an argument, effectually to awaken us, to a ſenſe 
of our high obligations, and excite us to the greœateſt 
concern to improve our time, and employ our tongues, 
in celebrating the praiſes of that Gop, to whoſe gocd- 
neſs and grace we are indedted, for the opportunity 
we ſtill have allowed us, to fing praiſe to his name — 
Yea, with the pious Plalmiſt, - let us reſolve, that we 
will ing to the LORD as long as we live.“ 

& 


SECONDLY, Is ſinging praiſes to the Lord, a Cu- 
ty fo rational and delis} heful, and fo eſſential a part 
of the worſhip of God hence we ſee the peculiar 
obligations. we are under, for the wit proviſion he 


383 
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has made, for our direction and aſſiſtance herein. — As 
«Gop hath not left himſelf without a witneſs”, reſgect- 
ing his providential care of the world of mankind, 
in that be hath all along, done them good, and given 
them rain from heaven : ſo neither hath he left himſelf 
without a witneſs, in the care ot his church and peo- 
ple, and the religion and worſhip, he hath called them 
to obſerve. The gracious care of a merciful Gop, 
was catly manifeſt in a divine revelation of his will, 
relative to faith and worſhip, and, in all ſucceeding 
ages, down to the prelent time, in preſerving his word, 
in its purity, for the uſe and direction of his people, 
in bath thete reſpects, as a ſtanding and unerring rule 
of both faith and worſhip. —T hat we have this word, 
in our own language, for our directory, is a ſtand- 
ing proof of the divine care of the church, and of 
our obligations to gratitude and thankfulnels, 


Pur, in regard to that branch of our duty and di- 
vine worſhip, of which we have been ſpeaking, we 
are under peculiar obligations to Gop, for his good- 
neſs, in providing for our direction and alſiſtance in 
our attendance upon it. This conſtant care cf a 
faichfol Gop, for his church and this part of his wor- 
ſhip, appears, more eſpecially, in the following 


0 1 
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19, In raiſing up and qualifying, in ſpiriting and 
enabling, ſome of his ſaints and ſervants, ſo faithfol- 
ly and intelligibiy to tranſlate, and reduce to ſuita- 
dle poetical meaiures, the P/jalms and various other 
paiſiges of the ſacred word, for tae ute of his church 
and people, in public and private, to aſſiſt in devoti- 
on, and eſpecially in finging the praiſes of Gop — 

Without 


f 


3 Uſe and Excelt:ncy of v ocal Muſic 
Wit hout fuch a wark, it would fcarce! y have e been 
poſſible, tor God's church and prople, in a Pubi.g 
focal way, to have attended this pait of divine wor 
ſhip —Ia this we fee the. providence of Gp, in bis 
care for the ſupport and continuance of fo de} pit. 
ful 2 part of his wor ſnip ; which demands a Zratctol 
remembrance and ſhould be the fubjcct of our irs) 
Qacnt praiies, | 


2dly AxoTRER inſtance of the divine care ard 
providence, in this ene allair, appears in his 
raiſing up and encouraging men, pofleſſed of a ge. 
nit for mulic, with great care and pains, to fearch 
out and torm ſuch an excellent ſyitem ot rules, for 
the direction of mulic, io ts various parts—and tg 
comnoie ſuch a vari.ty of 7s, io happily adapted, 
as to time, mealure and e 1), to 2 2 Civine u e, in 
public worſhip, upog a!l occaſions, that whole aff: me 
bles, however numerous, may jon, and with ons 


{iy 


2 + 17 i 7 - FA #- £10 "SS 4 1 
voice, as well as hrart, ſiag praiſes unto Gop, 


— 27 oe ce — TY : * 

1131s hab as awork of no man ii portance to the de- 

* : . - * 8 . » 
votion of the church, in this part of WOriD'p t—Yea, 
it was necefiary ; as hereby the harmony of Zion; 28 


o decepey and gnoaping ivertnels, as well as uſe, 


* 

'F 

4 
Ii Pr,v aO x a7 «© 1211 nw] — 1 fed IA re * « 
4 IIT1E » More DONG 3 A! 1u I> rat 1 10 nig 15 r CC S 2 


0 per fecdien. 

GOD is not tre ant pos ef conj% 707, $i the 25011 [Te 
and the ele re he ex! Les ail things be done de- 
cently, and in erer — * I hov gb iT is grantze, that 
there is no uch iling, as Ho tneſs in one found more 
than another; yet ro one (an dz! . that there-is ſuch 
a thing as Decency and ha: mony, in finging that is 


cotiett 


1 Cor. 14, 32; & 40. 
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corret and regular—or that there is ſuch a thing as 
confuſion and diſcord in ſinging, that is without rule 

and order — where every one follows the dictates of 
his own humor and inclination. It is, therefore ne- 

cellary, that ſuch ſteps ſhould be taken and ſuch pro- 
| viion made, as thoſc but now mentioned, to aſſiſt and 
) dire, as to matter and manner of praiſing (z0D— to 
enable the people of Gop, in a manner becoming 
their character and his worlhip, to ſing praiſes to his 


| name.— Happy for us, and the church ct Gop, theſe 
5 things are done to our hand. — And ſuch are the helps, 

> with which we are furniſhed, that by a careful im- 
} yrovement, the harmony of Zion, micht riſe to a de- 


gee of perfection, ſcarcely to be par:alicPd by any 
ges paſt. 


| A Genius for Poctry—and a Genius for Muſe, are 
tts of Gop.—lt is of Gop to poſſeſs theſe gifts.— It 
s of God and under the influence of his providence 
and grace, that any of his fervants have improved 
them toa divine uſe, and for the ſervice of the church, 
nnd ſanctuary, in theic important inftances.—To Gop 
or moſt graceful acknowledgments are due.—To 
3 Wood for theſe inſtances of his conſtant care, for his 
'» Weburch and his worſhip, let our voices be railed, in 
3 grateful hymns and fongs of praiſe.— 


3dly, Tur preceeding diſcourſe affords proper en- 
. MWouragement, to ſuch as have improved, or are defi- 
dus of improving the means for their direction and 
Tr Wiltance, in the divine uſe of muſic, in the worſhip 


© Wi Gop. { Itis, moſt certainly, a laudable ambition, 
h n all, but eſpecially in youth, of both, lexes, to ſtrive 
8 dexcell, in a ſtudy fo pleaſant, in an art fo profitable, 
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and in that, which; by divine grace, may qualify them 

to glorify God, in his houſe, to lead and aſſiſt in hi 
o ſervice, and to ſhine as examples of improvement, in 
Þ ſo delightful a part of his worſhip. 


We rtjoice that there are any, who are engaged 
in fo laudable a work, and who ate taking thoſe ſteps 
-% which may be of'uſe to teach them, to ling praiſes s 
5 their Gop and King with underſtanding.— To ſuch 
Ii we would ſay—We bid youGOD ſpeed —and with al 
* our hearts, we wiſh you a bleſſing out of the houſe | 

of the LorD,this day.— May you go on in improve. | 

ments to higher degrees of perfection, in the devo. 

tion of the heat, as-well as the muſic of the voices, 

until, by praiſing Gop in his temple here below, you 

ſhall be fully prepared, with angels round the throne 
and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, in lottier 
IT ſtra'ns, to ſing the praiſes of Gop and the Lamb, in 
'H his temple above, for ever and ever |— 


— 2 % % = 
- v. 2 . 
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Fou RTHLx, this ſubject and what has been offered 
upon it, ſeverely reprove the negligence of all, who 
have giftz and talents to enable them to ſing praiſes} 
to their God and King, and improve them not.“ 

Ir is readily granted, that ſome have not talents} 

for this external act of devotion : ſome, that have 

© neither ear, voice, nor genius for muſic —Bat is it 
4 not well known, that too many that might, with de- 
+ cency, at leaſt, attend and bear a part in finging] 
praiſe to the Lok b, who, either through pride, or} 
baſhtulnefſs, or from ſome other caule, neglect it — 
How ſuch can excuſe themſelves, or anſwer it to 
, , Their conſciences and unio that Gop, whoſe ge 
* | the 
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41 they refuſe to celebrate, and whoſe name they neg- f 
* Wl {:& to glorify :—I know not—to their own maſter 
they ſtand or fall! Would to God, they might be 
ed to think ſeriouſly of their neglect, before it is too 
ol ate ! Buß pzrmit me, further, to afſk—are 


g there not fone, yea, many, that are culpable, in a 
bs fill higher degree, in this matter ?—Some, that not 


o only negled to improve, but even abuſe and profane 
I theſe gifes of Gop, to purpoſes of wickedneſs? Is it 
br. pot amazing, to obſerve, how pleaſant and melodi- 
be. oa the voices of many are, and how readily em- 
vo- played, in ſinging vain and fooliſh, if not vicious 
EOS the prophaning of Gop's holy name; and to 
4 the depraving their minds, and debauching their 
ne MY 09748, who, perhaps, have never once employed 
ler eir tongues, to ſing tnaeir great Creator's praile !— 
ne" how guilty, —how inexcuſable, mutt ſuch ap- 


pear, in the ſight of that God, who ſearcheth all 
J 241, —who cannot be deceived, —who will not be 
nocked! : 
red KEA 


ho RR 
ol I the church of Gon, under the former diſpen- 
id "WS. EX 3 5 5 2. 1 
141102, there were Aging men and ſiaging Women, Who 
pratied the Lok, for his goodneis and for his mer- 
ts which endurech tor ever, — Why ſhould fo many, 
Is 1 . 5 
ze! #r- equaily capable of this divine and de- 
! 3 0 pe * 
« it hrful f-rvice, be filent in the goſpel day? — 
ge HAVE we not equal reafon of Dratie—yea, are 
ine © dot under greater obligations, to ſing the prate 
s of Gov and the Redecmer ! —In particular, let 
7 ot \ En of * 1 V {hs > 1.4 | 2722 = nd 71 5 TJ 5 
LO” ai ——WHy MOU TREE be {5 genera: & neagioct ( 
„his, meft agreabl 
l to * 5 Arm: Wa * L 
alſe 2 : « be # *t « 4 2 — 1 * 
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Fulneſs, pride, want of attention to the nature of the 

duty, or want of love andreverence to the an A 
or what is it, that prevents them from honouringGop, 
from being oraaments to religion and ſnining exam— 
Ples of dev Stion ?—Certainly : no voices arc io plea- 
fant, none ſo ſweetly melodous and ergaging, as 
* of Vinging women, when rigitly ton d to bymng 
f praiſe. andſhall they be thy lait to de perſuaced 
in a duty, for hen 75 are the fir ſt in ca 

5 "a 
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rade, no chearful notes to raite, no joytul 1GNYS 
100, in praiſe ot ther GOD, their reveemer and 
King. — But | forbear— | 

May ur all Criouſiy recollect what has now been 
(im perfectly) ſoggeſted. and carefully apply it to 
our own fouls tor awakening, qube o: ng, enccu— 
ragement GN. 
Juircs. Let all be perluages te comply with cur 
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Mer thoile that have neither genius 187 voices, 
fer 153 13 (36 al vo tor: nanecs, be vet CONT red 10 plalſe 
the Lob 9.— any Te 18 to be farc d. N hocan nor, Wich 
their voces, join the alembly, in ſinging praiies to 
} 


2 — 7 oY - ++ =» — — - 42 Lo {x oÞ 
God, are out too apt io ft as idle Ipeetitors of the 


devotion oi others, and füuppofec yy have NO con- 
_ * 3 - 3 1 * * 5 1 1 * * I 
cern ia the matter, But verily, they are grown iy mi- 
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the devotion of the heart, and of conſequence to at- 
tend to the ſubject matter of the heavenly ſong, 
$3 if their voices were mulic, and the moving of their 
tongues was harmony iter. —it is theirs, therefore, 
to coatempla:e the tiymas that are ſung by others, 
20d emoibing their ſpirit ard adopting their ſenti- 
ments, to lift tneir fouls to Gop, and make melody 
in their hearts, to (heir Redeciner and King. © 


To ſhut up all: May we all be cautioned againſt 
reſting in the form of godlineſs, in the outward 
ſacy of religion. If the heart is not engaged, our 
worſhip and external acts, will avail us nothing; 
untcts ir be to enhance our guilt.—“ The LoRD op 
ſeeth not as man feethn : Man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord on the heart. The 

Lord 

* Here it is natural to obſerve, that it might greatly aſſiſt 
tie cevotion of ſuch, as cannot join the congregation, in 
aagzing, to have the books of devotion with them, and the 
palm or hymns, appointed to be ſung, under their eye, 
This would be an happy means of preſerving the attention, 
exciting the affeRions, employing the meditation and en- 
kindling devotion. Whezjeas, without this help, the devo- 
ton is broken. the thoughts are wandering, and tne whole 
ace employed in ſinging is ſpent to but little purpoſe, or _ 
waited away in tome vain amuſement. And even thoſe 
aat do bare a part in ſinging, it is humbly conceived, would 
find no ſmall advantage, to the ſame purpoſes, by having 
tne pſalms or hymns they fing before them they mult be 
more likely to enter into the tru: ſpirit of the ſong, and of 
conſ quence, more likely to exerciſe true devotion of 
heart, — For theſe, and ſevera! other reaſons, It cannot but 
e lamented, that carrying the pſalms and hymns, out of 
which the portion to be ſung are choſen, to public worſhip 
vith us, is ſo generally neglected. And it is earneſtly recom- 
mended to ali, to reform this neglect, where it has prevail- 
ed, by procuring and keeping by them, the books of de- 
vet on, for this part of worſhip, chat are in common uit, 
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| Lord ſearches the hearts, —He trieth the reins.” < 


Our ſongs of pratſe unleſs attended with true devo- 
tion, with the ſpirit, as well as underſtanding, will 
be deemed no better than vain oblations, which are 
an offence to Gop. Tea, though we are ever ſo 
well ſkilled in muſic, and though the ſound of our 
voices, in the external acts of worſhip, have been 
pleaſant and engaging, as harmony itſelf—and 
though we have ſhone in the church, as bright ex- 


amples of higheſt attamments in this part of divine 


worſhip, all win be in vain, if our hearts are not 
right in the ſight of Gop :—Our expectations will 
fail, when Gop ſhall take away the foul; and our 


hope ſhall be like the ſpiders web, which, in death, 


will yield us no ſupport.— To alarm, awaken, and 
put us upon our guard, againſt a miſtake ſo dange- 
rous and fatal, let us be perſuaded to look forward 
and conſider how awful, how<dittrefling it mult be, at 
death, to change the ſcenes; and from being engaged 
inthe delightful ſervice of mu/ic and ſinging (praiſes 
with God's people, in his temple on earth, to paſs to 
Join the haters of the Loko, in curſing and blaſphe- 
ming his name in regions of deſpair for ever and ever! 
—An awful thought !— may 1: be deeply impreſſ- 
ed on every heart !— - 

Bur are we fincere, in our devotion to Gop, and 
in praiſing his name; then may we hope from praiſing 


him imperfe&ly on earth, to paſs to ſing in perfection 


above : and with angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, and with the whole multitude of the 
redeemed of the Lox, toaſcribe prailc, and bleſſing, 
and honor, and glory, and power, to him that ſittetk 
upon the throne, and unto the lamb, forever :ad 
ever. Which Gop, of his infinite mercy grant, for 
his mercy's ſake, in Chriſt Jeſus. AM E Au. 


